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B. Hancock Construction, Inc. 6802 Wexford Way NE Virtual
BoWood Custom Homes 3066 Dell Ridge Lane, Hiawatha Open 
Irie Homes 8007 Required Road Virtual
Jim Sattler Custom Homes 4613 Prairie Grass Court NE Open
JP Homes 4087 Aster Court, Marion Open
Legacy GreenBuilders 244 Ridge View Drive, Fairfax Open
PRK Williams Construction & Remodeling 4375 Rec Drive, Marion Open
PRK Williams Construction & Remodeling 4294 Hastings Drive, Marion Open
Skogman Homes 705 Heartland Court, Fairfax Open
Skogman Homes 6903 Underwood Drive Open
Skogman Homes 6515 Underwood Drive Open
Skogman Homes 526 Ashton Drive NE, Mt Vernon Open
Skogman Homes 2821 Brookfield Drive Virtual
Skogman Homes 2897 Hawks Ridge Lane Virtual
Skogman Homes 3411 Edgebrook Drive Virtual
Skogman Homes 2855 Royal Oak Ridge Road Virtual
Skogman Homes 3260 Elshire Court Virtual
Skogman Homes 509 Heartland Heights Virtual
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Happy May! As I write this, I am already enjoying 
a bright sunny day confident there will be more 
to come. May 1 is of course May Day. May Day 
is celebrated in many ways. When I was young, 
we would decorate paper cups, fill them with 
popcorn and candy and put a May Day note 

inside. We would then take one to someone’s home, knock on the 
door and then run and hide so they wouldn’t know who left the basket. 
With Covid and food allergies, this kind of basket is long gone.  My 
daughter had an idea though. She is giving a May basket with a starter 
plant in it. This way you have something to enjoy for a long time and 
no calories!

May 4th is National Teachers Day. With schools open, closed and 
zooming, teachers must be wondering if any of their children are 
learning all that they should. Plus, many parents are boning up on 
several classes to help their children succeed. Take a moment to let 
teachers and parents alike know their efforts are appreciated. On 
May 5th we celebrate Cinco de Mayo and Charlotte has the perfect 
recipes to celebrate in style. May 6th is National Nurses Day. The entire 
medical field has gone above and beyond in their efforts to keep us all 
healthy. We should thank them for all the sacrifices and long hours they 
have put in during this past year.  

May 9th is Mother’s Day. Moms are always here for us. They do their 
best to help provide for you, teach you, guide you into adulthood and 
still watch over you. You are their first thought in the morning and last 
thought before drifting off to sleep. Make this day special for them and 
let them know you love and appreciate them. Charlotte has a great 
5 ingredient dish for Mother’s Day. Moms love it when someone else 
cooks. I used to also pick a bunch of lilacs for the table. Lilacs are still 
my favorite.

The Homebuilders Spring Parade of Homes is coming up May 15 – May 
23. Read more about it inside these pages. Hopefully you will fined time 
to check them out.

May 31st is Memorial Day. This day is dedicated to the men and women 
who gave their lives for freedom and country. We need to remember 
that, as many of us enjoy a day off.

We have a new section called Explore the Corridor. I hope it gives 
you some ideas of where to enjoy your weekends or days off. Our 
community and surrounding areas really have a lot to offer and if 
you’re itching to get out and about, here are some ideas.

Get out and enjoy.

God Bless
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find qualified businesses for building and remodeling projects.

Anyone looking for a local professional to perform painting, 
plumbing, electrical work, lawn care or a myriad of other 
projects, all the way up to constructing a home or commercial 
building, can peruse the directory on the GCRHBA’s website, 
at www.crhba.org.

Olson says by connecting the various businesses involved in 
construction projects, along with the associates, the entire 
community is strengthened. “We encourage members to use 
companies that are supporting their industry,” she said.

If you think a new home or remodel may be in your future, 
tour the Spring Parade of Homes and find the right builder for 
you! 

Thank you to this year’s Spring Parade of Homes sponsors, Hills 
Bank and Trust Company, Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting 
Gallery and MidAmerican Energy Company. Thank you to all 
of the participating members. 

Learn more at: www.crhba.org or call 319.395.0778.

Tour the areas most beautiful homes showcasing the work of 
local top builders and subcontractors! For more than 20 years, 
The Greater Cedar Rapids Housing & Building Association has 
held the Spring Parade of Homes; showcasing the exceptional 
work and quality craftsmanship of the areas top builders and 
subcontractors. 

This year all homes are available to tour virtually from the 
comfort of your own home. Many may still be viewed in-
person also. For those viewing homes in-person the cost is 
$10, 12 & UNDER FREE. Take a look at the homes listed to see 
which ones are open!

This year’s event includes 18 homes. The parade will feature 
houses in a variety of neighborhoods with a wide range of 
price points. The tour showcases a variety of floor plans, home 
designs, and products with the latest in green technology; 
giving the community an opportunity to take an up-close look 
at the newest advancements in home building techniques. 

“It’s a great opportunity for our members to showcase not 
only what they can do, but who they are,” said Executive 
Officer, Melissa Olson. 

Building a home involves many companies working together 
to provide a quality, efficient and affordable home that the 
buyer will love. Choosing the right companies to work with 
can be daunting. This cooperation between the GCRAHBA 
and the builders and subcontractors ensures that you find 
the right builders for you. The association provides networking 
and offers connections for building professionals to work 
together to provide quality, efficient, affordable structures for 
the Cedar Rapids area, as well as a directory for the public to 
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Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, gardening 
has increased greatly. People are home more and 
eager to grow some of their own food. Below are a few 
tips on how to start a home vegetable garden.

1.Pick your plot. Vegetables grow best in well-drained, 
fertile soil, with at least six to eight hours of direct sunlight 
each day. The ground for your garden should also be 
fairly level and tilled well to allow good root growth and 
drainage.    

2.Keep it small. Do yourself a favor and stick to a small 
plot for the first year or two until you have down what 
you are planting. A 4 by 8 foot plot is a great start for a 
veggie garden. If you don’t have a lot of room you can 
even start smaller, planting container-friendly veggies 
and herbs in pots or window-boxes on a sunny deck. 

3.Grow what you will eat and what is easy to grow in 

your zone. Peppers, tomatoes, bush beans, leafy 
greens, carrots, and radishes are just a few that make 
the easy-to-grow list. It’s tempting to start growing a 
bunch of different veggies. But you want to make sure 
that you and your family will eat what you grow. You 
also don’t want to become overwhelmed with taking 
care of what you planted and end up losing good 
crops. 

4.Have a relatively close water source. Intital seedlings 
will need to be watered well and frequently to start 
growing. After crops are established you can get 
away with watering every two days depending on the 
weather. I like to set up my garden with soaker hoses 
down the roes to make watering easier, and to water the 
soil and root, and not the tops of the plants. To conserve 
water and reduce the need to irrigate, mulch your soil 
with several inches of straw. This will also suppress weeds 
and make taking care of your garden easier! 
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A pet is considered an extended part of any family 
and can provide great health benefits, especially 
for aging adults that may be lonely.  They provide 
companionship and comfort in times of need. The 
health benefits that pets can provide include lowering 
blood pressure, reduce stress, increase physical 
activity, and provide social interaction.  Often times 
if an aging adult has had their pet companion for a 
while, and then the pet passes away, family members 
or the aging adult may start to feel or notice symptoms 
of a physical or emotional health decline. Connection 
to a pet is often strong and for this reason it is important 
to not underestimate the love felt for a pet companion 
and never diminish the loss of one.

When considering a pet companion, is important that 
the family and aging adult chooses the right pet for 
them and asks some basic questions. 

•Have they had a pet in the past and/or what type of 
pet was it they had before? 

•Do they have any physical limitations?

•Do they need a specific trained therapy dog for 
emotional support?

•Would an aging pet be best for the aging adult?

•What are my finances like?  Dogs can be more 
expensive than a low maintenance animal like a fish.

•Who will take care of the pet if you are away or in 
rehab for a short-term stay?

•If you are choosing to transition into a senior 
community, will they allow pets?

Communities, like The Views, are pet friendly.  We 
understand the important benefits that come along 
with having the companionship of a pet.  Call one 
of our Views locations to learn how you and your pet 
companion can enjoy our communities. 
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May 20 is National Rescue a Dog Day
Cedar Valley Humane Society
7411 Mount Vernon Rd SE, Cedar Rapids
319.362.6288 - www.cvhumane.org
Open: M-F 12-7pm, Sat. 12-5pm, Sun. Closed

Dogs Forever Safe Place
809 Rockford Rd SW, Cedar Rapids
319.320.5522 - www.dogsforever.org 
Open House Every Saturday
10AM-2PM – Dog Adoption & Gift Shop

Friends of the Animals
320 West 6th St, Tipton
www.friends-ofthe-animals.com 

Friends Helping Friends Foundation
319.286.5908 – www.crfriendsfoundation.org 

Fur Fun Rescue
229 Badger Rd, Lisbon
www.furfunrescue.org 

Last Hope Animal Rescue
1823 16th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids 
319.200.4880 - www.adopthope.org 

SAINT Rescue & Adoption Center
1200 106th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids
319.551.7537 – www.saintiowa.org 
Open House Every Saturday 
11AM-3PM – Cat Adoption & Gift Shop

Walk Your Dog - 
Area Dog Parks
Cheyenne Off-Leash Park 
1650 Cedar Bend Lane SW, CR

K9 Acres at Squaw Creek Park
5200 Golf Course Rd, Marion

Thornberry Off-Leash Dog Park 

1867 Foster Rd, Iowa City

Drive Through Plant Sale 
Grow Plants, not the Pet Population!
May 6th & 7th - 4PM to 7PM
May 8th & 9th - 10AM to 4PM
Proceeds benefit 
Iowa Humane Alliance!
10″ Hanging Flower Baskets & 
Containers from Prochaska 
Greenhouse: $35 each
OR Two for $60
Hostas, Perennials, Vegetable plants, 
Herbs, Succulents, House plants
1200 16th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids
(next to SAINT Rescue)
Contact Kathleen at 
kathleen@iowahumanealliance.org 
if you have any questions.

May is National Pet Month 
Picking the right pet for you and your family is a big decision. Here are a 
few tips on how to pick the perfect pet for you. 
1. Think about the home and lifestyle you will be offering to your pet. 
Every animal’s needs are different. Ask yourself, how much time you 
spend at home and how much time you will have for your pet daily? How 
much space does your home offer? Are you in a stable setting to offer 
the pet stability? Or will you need to possibly move and give up your pet? 
It’s important to know your commitment level and what you have to offer 
when picking a pet. 
2. Who else is in your home that will be a part of your pet’s life? Some pets 
are better suited for kids then others. Pets that are nocturnal for instance 
will be asleep when kids are awake and wanting to play. Pets like gerbils 
can be easily squeezed; and rabbits don’t really like cuddled. Will the 
pet be possibly harmful to anyone in your home? Allergies and pet 
aggressions are something you should consider.
3. What is your pet budget? Other than just the cost of buying the pet, 
how much money do you have to take care of the pet’s needs? Many 
animals require vet visits and some more often than others. Then there is 
the cost of food, treats and toys just to name a few. 

Cedar Valley Humane Society 
Garage Sale Fundraiser
7411 Mt Vernon Rd SE, Cedar Rapids
May 15th 10AM-3PM 
& May 16th 10AM-3PM
Stop out to Cedar Valley Humane 
Society’s Garage Sale Fundraiser! 
(weather permitting) All proceeds 
benefit the animals at the Cedar 
Valley Humane Society.

Want to DONATE items for the 
garage sale and help CVHS raise 
more funds? Drop off new or gently 
used household goods, books & 
movies, toys & games, electronics, 
sports equipment, pet supplies and 
more to the Cedar Valley Humane 
Society May 7th-14th during business 
hours. Please no non-working, 
broken, or unusable items.
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Charlotte Linde is the editor and 
publisher of Macaroni Kid Cedar 
Rapids and Macaroni Kid Iowa 
City. Macaroni Kid and its family 
of Publisher Moms are dedicated 
to delivering the scoop on all the 
family-friendly events and activities 
happening in their area.  

A dance mom (daughter) and all things sports mom 
(son), major foodie, wine lover, an idealist 24/7 - her mind 
never stops spinning - family first, sanity last. To subscribe to 
Charlotte’s free local newsletter, please visit 
www.cedarrapids.macaronikid.com (Cedar Rapids) 
or www.iowacity.macaronikid.com (Iowa City) 
charlottel@macaronikid.com

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with Homemade 
Chips, Guacamole, and Pico de Gallo

Perfect for Mother’s Day, or any special occasion! 
This decadent croissant casserole can be put 
together the night before and thrown in the oven 
the morning of Mother’s Day -- so be sure to share 
this recipe with the hubs or kiddos!

We love this casserole because you can add all 
of your favorite ingredients to the basic recipe.
 
Happy Mother’s Day from one mama bear to 
another -- enjoy!

Ingredients:
• 3 large croissants or 6 small, torn into pieces
• 5 eggs
• 1 1/4 cup of your favorite shredded cheese 
(we used Monterey Jack)
• 1 cup half and half
• 1/2 cup chopped chives or green onions

Directions:
1. Spray an 8- or 9-inch baking dish or large cast-
iron skillet with cooking spray

2. Layer torn croissants and shredded cheese in 
the dish.

3. In a large bowl, whisk half and half, chives, and 
eggs. Salt and pepper to taste.

4. Pour egg mixture over croissants and cheese, 
making sure to press down on any pieces to 
moisten through. 

5. Cover and refrigerate overnight.
6. In the morning, heat oven to 325°F. Bake 
covered with foil for 30 minutes. Uncover; bake 
another 25 to 30 minutes longer or until knife 
inserted in center comes out clean. Let stand 10 
minutes before serving.

Cinco de Mayo, May 5th, celebrates 
the Mexican army’s 1862 victory over 
France at the Battle of Puebla during 
the Franco-Mexican War. That battle 
represented a great symbolic victory 
for Mexico. This month honor the 
Mexican culture with some amazing 
traditional Mexican food. These 
recipes are easy to make and taste so 
much better than their store-bought 
counterparts. 

Guacamole
Ingredients:
• 4 avocados, halved, seeded, and 
peeled. 
• 2 limes, juiced
• 1 cup onion, finely chopped
• 1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and 
minced
• 3 tomatoes, seeded and diced
• 3/4 cup cilantro, chopped
• 3 cloves of garlic, minced
• Sea salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
• Add all ingredients to a bowl and 
use a fork to mash to the desired 
consistency. 
• Salt and pepper to your taste. 
• Serve right away or cover and 
refrigerate until ready to use.  

Pico de Gallo
Ingredients:
• 6 plum tomatoes, seeded and diced 
• ½ red onion, ½ white onion, minced
• ½ cup fresh cilantro, chopped
• ½ jalapeno pepper, seeded and 
minced
• 1 lime, juiced
• Sea salt to taste

Directions: 
• Add all ingredients to a bowl and 
mix. Add sea salt to taste and serve 
fresh!

Homemade tortilla chips
Ingredients:
• Corn tortillas
• Olive oil or vegetable oil
• Sea salt
• Other spices to your taste (such as 
chili powder, cumin, chipotle powder, 
or taco seasoning)

Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees.
2. Cut tortillas into quarters and place 
them onto ungreased baking sheets.
3. Lightly brush the tops of each tortilla 
with olive oil, then sprinkle lightly with 
sea salt or the spice of your choice.
4. Bake for 15-20 minutes or until lightly 
browned and crispy.  
Cool and serve with your homemade 
guacamole and pico de gallo.

Over 20 ideas of what mom really 
wants for Mother’s Day!
Mother’s Day is celebrated on the second Sunday 
in May each year to honor the moms, stepmoms, 
grandmas, sisters, and other mom figures in our 
lives. 

• A long, hot, uninterrupted shower 
• Going for a family walk 
• A sink clear of all dirty dishes 
• Clean, folded and put away laundry 
• A coupon book for free foot or back rubs 
• One morning to sleep in - just one 
• A hug and an I love you 
• Time to drink a hot cup of coffee or tea while it’s  
 still hot 
• A weekend away with the family that mom  
 doesn’t have to plan 
• Handwritten notes from the kids 
• Cuddle time with the kids without worrying  
 about getting anything done 
• An hour to watch a show from start to finish  
 without having to pause or rewind 
• Time to prepare a meal without someone else  
 constantly needing something 
• An hour of quiet to read a book, journal,   
 meditate or do yoga 
• Breakfast in bed 
• A clean car (inside and out) 
• Time to get ready without someone holding her  
 pant leg, crying, asking for help or needing to  
 be rescued 
• A nap 
• Privacy when using the bathroom 
• A family photo with everyone smiling 
• A family outing during which everyone is happy 
• Just time with family with no to do lists

Mother’s Day May 9, 2021
5 Ingredient Dish: Decadent 
Croissant Casserole for Mom
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Cedar Rapids Comic 
Book 
& Toy Convention
May 16, 2021
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
DoubleTree by 
Hilton Cedar Rapids 
Convention Complex
Cedar Rapids

Decorate your boat and name it after a book 
or book character that you love. You will need 
crayons and glue to complete this project. 
Registration is required at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/craft-4-kids-book-boat-
tickets-149267600411
Hiawatha Public Library
150 West Willman St, Hiawatha

More events in the corridor can be found 
online at 
www.cityrevealed.com 
www.cedarrapids.macaronikid.com 
& www.iowacity.macaronikid.com  
www.hiawathalibrary.com  

www.marionpubliclibrary.org 
www.crlibrary.org 
www.icpl.org 
www.coralvillepubliclibrary.org
www.ely.liab.ia.us  

Spring is here and the Corridor is coming back to life with safe, family-fun events!

St. Joseph Fun Days is back for 2021!
Join us June 4-6 for a weekend full of family-
friendly events including a children’s carnival 
with rides, neon 5K run, raffle, bingo, live 
music, food, a beverage tent for 21+ and 
more at St. Joseph Fun- Days! 
Friday, June 4: 4 p.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday, June 5: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Sunday, June 6: 11:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
General entry is free; free on-site and street 
parking is available. All proceeds from the 
event support St. Joseph Catholic Church.
Learn more at stjosephfundays.org.
Note: We will continue to monitor the 
public health situation and adjust event 
plans as necessary due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The event will adhere to public 
health standards, ie. social distancing, mask 
wearing, and frequent sanitation. 
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Cedar Rapids Comic 
Book 
& Toy Convention
May 16, 2021
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
DoubleTree by 
Hilton Cedar Rapids 
Convention Complex
Cedar Rapids

Decorate your boat and name it after a book 
or book character that you love. You will need 
crayons and glue to complete this project. 
Registration is required at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/craft-4-kids-book-boat-
tickets-149267600411
Hiawatha Public Library
150 West Willman St, Hiawatha

More events in the corridor can be found 
online at 
www.cityrevealed.com 
www.cedarrapids.macaronikid.com 
& www.iowacity.macaronikid.com  
www.hiawathalibrary.com  

www.marionpubliclibrary.org 
www.crlibrary.org 
www.icpl.org 
www.coralvillepubliclibrary.org
www.ely.liab.ia.us  

Spring is here and the Corridor is coming back to life with safe, family-fun events!

St. Joseph Fun Days is back for 2021!
Join us June 4-6 for a weekend full of family-
friendly events including a children’s carnival 
with rides, neon 5K run, raffle, bingo, live 
music, food, a beverage tent for 21+ and 
more at St. Joseph Fun- Days! 
Friday, June 4: 4 p.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday, June 5: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Sunday, June 6: 11:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
General entry is free; free on-site and street 
parking is available. All proceeds from the 
event support St. Joseph Catholic Church.
Learn more at stjosephfundays.org.
Note: We will continue to monitor the 
public health situation and adjust event 
plans as necessary due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The event will adhere to public 
health standards, ie. social distancing, mask 
wearing, and frequent sanitation. 



Historic Mount Vernon is just 15 miles east of Cedar 
Rapids and 20 miles north of Iowa City. Mount Vernon 
and Lisbon sit at the intersection of two historic 
highways, the Old Military Road and the great Lincoln 
Highway, the first cross-country motor route in the United 
States. Mt. Vernon boasts a vibrant uptown business 
community with numerous antique and specialty 
stores, restaurants, coffee houses, and commercial art 
galleries; while home to three National Historic Districts 
including the entire campus of Cornell College, Ash 
Park residential neighborhood and the majority of 
Uptown retail district. Located in Lisbon is the Lisbon 
History Center – a great place to research family history 
or learn about life in the early 20th Century. The lively 
towns have many family-friendly events throughout the 
year. Take a small trip and venture out to Mt. Vernon & 
Lisbon to enjoy all they have to offer. Visit www.visitmvl.
com for more information about the community and 
events. 

CHALK THE WALK 2021
May 1 & 2, 2021
10am-6pm    FREE
2021 is the 16th anniversary of Iowa’s largest-ever 
Madonnari Festival, Chalk the Walk. This two-day 
festival takes places in historic Mt. Vernon where 
hundreds of artists of different ages and abilities will 
utilize a downtown city street as a canvas with more 
than a half-ton of chalk. Food vendors and music will 
add to the festival atmosphere. For complete event 
details and an artist application visit www.visitmvl.com. 
 
“This is the 16th anniversary of Chalk the Walk,” said 
Matt Siders, Chair of the Chalk the Walk committee. 
“We have all had a seriously tough year, and the 
committee thought that Munch’s “The Scream” aptly 
characterized how we all feel. We are asking families 
to join us in masks, and we plan to add a mask to 
Munch’s piece as well. We are hoping that families will 
show up and let out their quarantine frustrations on a 
giant version of “The Scream” on Mount Vernon’s Main 
Street.”

This festival will follow safety guidelines, including social 

distancing. Everyone attending will be asked to wear 
a mask, follow Mt Vernon mandates, and come 
prepared to have fun safely.

“This will be the first live festival in Mount Vernon in 
almost a year,” said Joe Jennison, Director of the 
Mount Vernon-Lisbon Community Development 
Group (CDG). “And, as such, we are proceeding to 
plan a safe and socially distant event. We are asking 
everyone to follow City mandates, wear masks, and 
come prepared to have fun safely.”

Mount Vernon Summer Farmers’ Market 2021
Each Thursday - May 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2021
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
The products offered at the Mount Vernon Summer 
Farmers’ Market are raised, produced, or created in 
Mount Vernon and the surrounding community. Find 
fresh seasonal produce, yummy baked goods, fruit 
jams and jellies, handmade jewelry and more! 

Chocolate Stroll 2021 Coming Soon!
June 5, 2021 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
The 11th Annual Mount Vernon Chocolate Stroll will 
take place Saturday, June 5, 2021.
This music and chocolate event invites guests to 
stroll down Mount Vernon’s historic First Street where 
participating businesses and chocolate vendors will 
offer chocolate and chocolate products for sample 
and sale.

Kids’ games and face painting will take place at 
Memorial Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will 
include activities such as M&M Bingo and crafts 
throughout the day, and a balloon artist from 1 to 3 p.m.
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The Czech Village / New Bohemia District straddles the 
banks of the Cedar River on the south side of Cedar 
Rapids. Named the Main Street District, it is one of the 
first urban neighborhood models in the state. The area 
spans approximately forty blocks and is bounded by 8th 
Avenue SE, the former Union Pacific railroad line, and 
former Sinclair site on the east side of the river as well 
as three blocks centered on 16th Avenue SW from 1st 
Street SW to the river. 

The Main Street District stands as a shining example of 
the perseverance of its residents and business owners. 
Carrying on the legacy of early Czech settlement, the 
District represents a wide mix of small businesses; arts, 
culture and entertainment venues; and former industrial 
sites. Visit crmainstreet.org and www.newbocitymarket.
org for more information about the community and 
events.

Hody 2021 
Join the National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library 
as they introduce a new term and festival to the 
community: Hody, which means “the Feast”. Hody 
will include multiple events May 21-23. 1400 Inspiration 
Place SW, Cedar Rapids. For complete details visit www.
ncsml.org. 

Drive-up Traditional Czech Meal
Friday, May 21, 2021 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Pre-order your traditional Czech meal before May 
10, and pick-up your boxed meal on Friday, May 21 
at the National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library. 
Each boxed meal includes pork loin, dumplings 
with gravy, sauerkraut and one kolache. Pick-up is 
between 4-7 p.m.

Czech Wine Tasting with Sommelier Dr. Steven Grief
Saturday, May 22, 2021 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Join the only dentist/sommelier in the world, Dr. Steven 
Grief, for the first-ever wine tasting at the NCSML 
featuring wines from the Bohemian region. The cost is 
$60 per person. RSVP is recommended as seating for this 
in-person event is limited.

Live Cooking Demo by Slovak Ambassador
Saturday, May 22, 2021 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Join Slovak Ambassador Radovan Javorcik for an 
entertaining preparation of Laugaricio Tartiflette. The 
cost is $15 for non-members and free for members. 
Tickets may be sold at the door; however, RSVP is 
recommended as seating for this in-person event is 
limited.

Jozef Ivaska Jr. Concert
Sunday, May 23, 2021 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Join us for an in-person concert with Slovakian opera 
tenor singer, Jozef Ivaška Jr. Tickets are $10 for non-
members and free for NCSML Members. Tickets may 
be sold at the door; however, RSVP is recommended 
as seating for this in-person event is limited.

Held in the Kirkwood Culinary Kitchen, within the 
NewBo City Market. Visit www.newbocitymarket.org 
for complete details and registration.

2021 NewBo Cocktail Classic - A Cedar Ridge Bourbon 
Experience
May 25th, 2021 at 7p.m., NewBo City Market’s yard will 
be transformed into a socially-distant cocktail party 
with Cedar Rapids’ finest bartenders showcasing their 
best bourbon-based creations. Sample a variety of 
exciting cocktail creations from elite local mixologists 
all vying to win Best Cocktail! This year, all of the 
cocktails will be crafted from Cedar Ridge’s award-
winning Iowa Bourbon Whiskey. Ticket holders will 
enjoy craft cocktail samples, a delicious meal from 
local food trucks, and excellent live, local music by 
Alicia Monee & Invisible Jazz. A limited number of 
tickets are available. Visit www.newbocitymarket.org 
for complete event details. 
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Step into a world of authentic German architecture 
and ambiance created by ancestors and preserved still 
today. Visitors have been coming to the scenic seven 
villages for over a century. Some come for the food and 
to sip wines and beers; others, for quality handcrafted 
products, art, and a variety of quaint shops that line the 
streets. Numerous festivals take place throughout the 
year for residents and visitors alike. To learn more about 
the Amana Colonies visit amanacolonies.com. 

MAIFEST MAY 1 & 2, 2021
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Celebrate spring at Maifest in the Amana Colonies. 
The Colonies come alive with the colors of spring as 
the villages celebrate on May 1st and 2nd. Experience 
German food and music along with a Saturday morning 
parade. The Festhalle Barn area will be the home of 
diverse ethnic cultures as food trucks line the parking 
area with a variety of ethnic cuisine. Music and dance 
will fill the Festhalle as ethnic dancers perform. Sunday 
afternoon Wine, Beer, and Food Walk is a great time 
to sample some of the best that the Colonies have to 

offer. The famous Amana Colonies Maipole Dancers 
perform all weekend long at various spots in Amana. 
What a great way to escape your everyday routine 
by spending a beautiful spring day in the Amana 
Colonies. 

Ackerman Winery hosts many events throughout the 
year for you to enjoy! Visit www.ackermanwinery.com 
for complete deatials on these and more events!
Ackerman Winery
4406 220th Trail, Amana, IA
 
 

 

Iowa Renaissance Festival & Gathering o’ Celts
Saturday, May 29, 2021 - Monday, May 31, 2021
Middle Amana Community Park & Soccer Fields
801 27th Avenue
The Iowa Renaissance Festival celebrates 29 years 
of family fun! Come experience two weekends of 
live entertainment featuring comedy, swordplay, 
music, magic and even horseback jousting. Explore a 
marketplace full of unique merchandise from around 
the land. Enjoy tasty treats and drinks in the royal food 
court (including adult libations like honey mead). The 
village awaits your visit! We will adhere to & enforce all 
local & state guidelines for Covid health & safety.
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This year, the Marion Arts Festival will be a month-
long, virtual gathering rather than a one-day event, 
showcasing an Iowa-centric slate of artists while 
reimagining the day’s hands-on activities. 

“While our community is heading in the right direction 
for recovery from the pandemic, we don’t feel we are 
quite ready for an event that attracts thousands of 
people,” said Deb Bailey, director of the festival. “Safety 
of our artists, volunteers, and attendees must remain the 
priority.”

Initially scheduled for Saturday, May 15th, the event 
will be active online from April 24th through May 23rd. 
The festival’s traditional offerings and experiences are 
moving to its social media pages, with opportunities for 
people to engage in new ways. Art lovers will still enjoy 
browsing and buying from an Iowa-centric slate of high-
caliber artists. The 2021 lineup was by invitation rather 
than selected through an application process, as in 
previous years. 

“Derecho and pandemic recovery are local, personal, 
and very, very Iowan,” said Bailey. “We wanted to keep 
our focus on Iowa artists for the same reasons we’re all 
buying local – to support and preserve what is unique to 
where we are.” 

During the four-week event, the festival will feature 
video studio tours and demonstrations on Facebook 
and Instagram to further the ways fans can connect with 
the artists they love. Festival fans can also participate in 
event traditions that have been reimagined for an online 
audience. Hands-on offerings include two contactless 
take-and-make projects.

Empty Bowls
In the spirit of the MAF’s annual Empty Bowls project 
(a fundraiser for area food banks – through the sale 
of student-made bowls), the Iowa Ceramics Center 

and Glass Studio has created a kit for families to make 
an Empty Bowl at home. Participants will receive the 
necessary materials including clay, a bowl mold, and 
glazes, along with instructions.  The bowls will then be 
returned to the Ceramics Center to be kiln-fired and 
saved for the 2022 Empty bowls sale. Families can 
reserve this fun and friendly activity kit online at www.
iowaceramicscenter.org/event/emptybowls. The 
festival will also be fundraising for food pantries on social 
media. Over the lifetime of the project, Empty Bowls has 
raised over $105,000 for food assistance programs.

Mother’s Day Cards
A second hands-on offering is a take-and-make Mother’s 
Day card kit by Cedar Rapids artist Dori Patrick. The take-
way includes creative supplies made by the artist, and 
children can make their cards in tandem with Patrick 
through a video filmed in her studio and posted on the 
festival’s social media. Contactless pick-up for the kits 
is at the Marion Public Library, 1064 7th Ave. in Marion, 
April 26th – May 7th. Visit www.marionpubliclibrary.org 
for open hours.

During the four weeks of the MAF’s online event, the 
festival’s social media pages will also offer video content 
from local artists and creatives, including video home 
tours.

“Although we’re not able to be together, this year’s 
virtual gathering marks our 29th annual event,” Bailey 
said. The 30th annual Marion Arts Festival is scheduled 
to be held on Saturday, May 21st, 2022.  Bailey noted, 
“We have a long runway to plan next year’s in-person 
celebration!” 

Find the latest updates at www.marionartsfestival.com, 
www.facebook.com/marionartsfestival, 
and www.instagram.com/marion_arts_festival. 
Your participation virtually is appreciated, and we look 
forward to seeing you next year!
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A-Tech Beam Team 6

Allied Glass 5

American Heart Association 8

Bark Busters 9

Biaggis 10

Cantebury Kitchens 6

Farmers State Bank IFC 

Glass Concepts  6

Greater Cedar Rapids Housing 

& Building Association 1

Iowa Stone Supply 4

Koelker Excavating  6

Napolis Italian Ristorante  10

Novak Fence BC

RCI Imaging 18

Terrace Glen Village 10

The Views Senior Living 

of Cedar Rapids 18

The Views Senior Living of Marion 20 
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Biaggi’s Ristorante Italiano 
Fresh. Relaxed. Delicious 
319.393.6593 
320 Collins Rd NE Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
biaggis.com 
Sun – Thurs 11:30AM-8PM 
Fri & Sat 11:30AM-9PM

Capriotti’s Sandwich Shop 
4640 1st Ave NE
Cedar Rapids 
319.393.2900 
www.capriottis.com
Open Mon – Sun 11AM-7PM

Casa Las Glorias Authentic Mexican 
Food & World Class Margaritas 
2245 Blair Ferry Rd NE
Cedar Rapids 
319.294.2101 
www.casalasglorias.com 
Open Tues – Sat 11AM-10PM
Sun & Mon 11AM-9PM

Napoli’s Italian Ristorante 
500 Marion Blvd
Marion 
319.377.2100 
www.napolismarion.com
Open Sun – Thurs 11AM-9PM
Fri & Sat 11AM-10PM

Ox Yoke Inn Food Served Family Style 
Since 1940 
4420 220th Trail
Amana, IA 
800.233.3441
Open Tues – Thurs 11AM-3PM
Fri & Sat 11AM-6PM, Sun 11AM-5PM 

Parlor City Pub & Eatery 
1125 3rd St SE, Cedar Rapids 
319.247.0000 
www.parlorcitypub.com
Open Mon & Tues 11AM-7PM, Wed & Thurs 
11AM-8PM, Fri 11AM-10PM, Sat 9AM-10PM, 
Sun 9AM-7PM

The Wright Touch Catering 
Company &Bake Shoppe   
7085 C Ave NE, CR 
319.431.5388 www.thewrighttouch.ws 
Open Tues – Thurs 9:30AM-6PM
Fri 9:30AM-6PM, Sat 10AM-4PM
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